THE MERICIAN STAR
Thursday, Febroary 24, 2005

COMMUNITY

11

150TH COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION
Heathar Fuller and her brother, Bryan, had never bean apart for mora than a weak before Bryan's
Army Maticnal Guard unit was activated for duty in Ireg. Heather's advics for peopls with loved onss
sarving owversess: "Take it onae day at a time. If you just go on as nomal &5 you can, you will ba fins."

Twins separated

by halt

Lee Johason 5 o history majer at East
Missdisedppd Commenatity College f6 Scoola,
wihere ke s a member of the Lion’s Pride
Marching Bard, He i ar assoctate minisier
of Lower Pratrie Creek Missionary Bopilest
Churclh = nnd says he enfoys being arownd
“positive people, " He hopes one day lo be a
fencher

His story is abont fws of bis classmiafes,
Spe. Bryan Faller of the Missiszippi Army
Naticwal Guard's 1508h Combat Engineer
Hattalion, Company A, and his hrin sister,
Healher

By Lea Johnson
special to The Star

Ii's always hard to watch a family member
leave for active duty, but it's especially hard
when your loved one is a twin.

Louisyille native Heather Fuller has had
to adjust o being without her iwin brother,
Bryan.

"It was hard te accept the fact that Bryan
wias leaving because we have never heen
apart for longer than a week,” Heather said.
"We've been together since before birth —
same house, same grade, same school, we
even shared a vehicle”

Heather and Bryan both recelved band
scholarships this past fall to East Mississippi
Community College.

“When [ came here from high schoeol, [
didn't know anybody, but that was OK
because | was going (o be with my brother.
Tf!tl'n all of a swdden he gol orders,” Heather
sitidl.

“It's a growing experience becanse ['m
having to deal with my own stuff. He's the
older twin, so it is casy for me te rely on him,

a world

and now | have to rely on myseli”

Bryan signed up with the Aemy Mational
Guard in Union while he was still in high
school. He was called to active duty in April
and later sent to Camp Shelby for training.

Fuller couldn't communicate with her
brother much while he was in training, but
she did get brief phone calls and visits every
now and then.

“While he was at Camp Shelby, we could
talk to him thres or four times a week because
they could take cell phones there” she said,
“Ohar birthday was Nowv, 29, and [ didn’t get to
talk to him on our birthday.”™

The twins took JROTC in high schoaol,
where Bryan's Interest in the military grew.
Heather said Bryan earned the highest rank
pergsible, leulenant colonel. There was lots of
gibling rivalry prowing up, especially when it
came to band. Heather, a flute player, and
Bryan a trumpet playver, would tey to get the
higher chair,

“We wsed (o argue about the stupidest
stufl, like the TV remote. We'd compare grade
point averages,” she said. *The alder you get,
the more respect you have for each other I'd
give anyihing to see him now.”

Fuller has advice for those whe have family
members going to lrag: “Fake it one day at a
time. [If you just go on as normal as you can,
you will he fine."”

Beian visited home in late December, and
Chven Jeft for Irag, serving as a combal engineer.
He is expected to be in Irag for 13 menths.
When he returns, Fuller said, *We will be one
and we are going to have a big celebration.

“1t makes me proud o koow that 1 am
related to Bryan. [ know that he did this of his
own free will,”



